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l Abstract

This research study the challenges along the Mekong River: a case study
in the Northeastern region of Thailand which have objectives (1) to study the
challenges of comprehensive security, (2) study the impacts from both positive
and negative of comprehensive security challenges, (3) study approaches to
create opportunities and cooperation towards comprehensive security, (4) study
guidelines and policy recommendations for the military and related agencies to
address the challenges of comprehensive security along the Mekong River in the
Northeastern region. This study applies a qualitative research methodology and
results are based on In-Depth Interviews and Focus Group. While, the sample is
the related personnel who are in charge of the execution of missions and
authorities in national security in terms of security, economy, society, culture,
natural resources, environment and civil society as well as NGOs; along the
Mekong River in the Northeastern region, consequently brought the collected
data to process by Content Analysis technique.

The findings reveal (1) Challenges of comprehensive security on
(1.1) Connectivity which comprises of Infrastructure development and transport
routes, Cooperation mechanisms in the Greater Mekong sub-region still
encounter some obstacles, Entry of technology such as an unmanned aerial
vehicle (drone) and Communicate, problems from dam construction and public
health problems, (1.2) Social Phenomena consists of The relationship as sister
cities and Cultural change in the community along the Mekong River, (1.3)
Environment include Decreasing water level, Drought problems, Foodchain
changes, Unclear boundaries especially on Don Island, Sand suction, Competition
for water resources and Change of natural resources, and (1.4) Mobility contains
Order trade and the entry of foreign capitalists, Smuggling-export of illegal goods,

Human trafficking, Illegal escapism and Stateless person. On (2) the impacts
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comprehensive security challenges are divided into (2.1) Positive impacts
consists of the decreasing water level in the Mekong River, the policies of major
powers, the construction of bridges over the Mekong River, the explosion of
natural rocky islands along the Mekong River and the technological advancement;
(2.2) Negative impacts involve the decreasing water level in the Mekong River,
Drought, Dam construction by the neighbouring countries, Worldwide economic
depression, Import policy change of great powers, Policies of great powers,
Technological advancement, Change of thalweg in the Mekong River, Ownership
conflict of Don Island, Explosion of natural rock islands along the Mekong River
and Bridge construction across the Mekong River. For (3) the Approaches
to create opportunities and cooperation towards comprehensive
security comprise (3.1) Cooperation within the country, including cooperation
with domestic agencies, both public and private sectors, Collaboration with
education agencies with a focus on providing support to the government sector
to conduct research and cooperation with the community by creating a network
of cooperation at the community level, and (3.2) International cooperation,
namely formal cooperation with neighbouring countries’ military agencies.
Cooperation with Thai government agencies to solve problems along the border
and cooperation with neighbouring countries through cooperation mechanisms
between provinces as well as Education cooperation with international
organizations to exchange information on water management in the Mekong
River and solving problems. And (4) the Guidelines and policy recommendations
for the military and related agencies to address the challenges of
comprehensive security involve (4.1) Guidelines and policy recommendations
for the military consists of the military can play a part in building international
trust, the military can use complementary factors such as race, religion, language
and culture to develop relationships with neighbouring countries, the military
can join the creation of the security database to confront the challenges
to security and the military can take part in strengthening the security news

(o 19na15398 (Resegrch Paper) 1599 1INV NN IS :
Anwuaniznsadnuiininng iueenideanie



community between Thailand and neighbouring countries, and (4.2) Policy
guidelines and recommendations to relevant agencies include Implementation
of international relations in reducing the past historical conflict that affect
the current relationship, the government should promote self-sufficiency and
employment adjustment on the Mekong Community Economic Base, Relevant
agencies should educate people in the area of food security adaptation,
the government sector should establish a database on the management of the
Mekong River and its tributaries.

Finally, the study results reach to (1) Recommendations for the
military which contains (1.1) the military should support the establishment of
a coordination centre to monitor and tackle challenges in areas along the Mekong
River In the form of a Joint Control and Cooperation Center,(1.2) the military can
take part in supporting the capacity and work in developing the country, (1.3)
Establishing a Crisis communication channel to reduce Grey Zone conflicts such
as Don Island conflict, (1.4) the military should maintain continuity in relations
with neighbouring countries and utilising cultural skills. and neighbouring countries
and use cultural skills, and (1.5) Strengthening the security news community
between Thailand and neighbouring countries, as well as (2) Recommendations
for related agencies involves (2.1) a community/ partner should be initiated
and established for the sustainable management of the Mekong River and its
tributaries. Both at the national and local level, (2.2) the government should
promote self-sufficiency and employment adjustment on the Mekong
Community Economic Base, (2.3) relevant agencies should educate people in
the area of food security adaptation, (2.4) create a system to help compensate
those affected by Mekong River development in the Northeastern region, (2.5)
the public sector should apply Blockchain technology to drive information
exchange and management database in the Mekong River and its tributaries, (2.6)
academic work and research related to the ecological change in the Mekong
River should be integrated.
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