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Abstract

This research study on Border management for coping with security threats in
the decades: focusing on the eastern and western border of Thailand. This research
has objectives for (1) studying on border security threats in the next decades,
(2) studying on border management mechanism efficiency in the present, and
(8) studying on policy guidelines and recommendations to support Royal Thai Armed
Forces and related Agencies for border management in the next decades.

This research uses Qualitative research methodology and the result comes from
2 sources, (1) Key informants, by in-depth interview, and (2) Focus group. Moreover,
the focus group consists of (1) Administrators and officers, who have authorities to
maintain peace and order as well as national security on the eastern and western border
of Thailand, and (2) Correlated stakeholders. Consequently, the data, form 2 sources,
is processed with Content analysis methodology.

The result is separated into 2 parts. The first part is Border security threats in the
next decades. On the eastern border, the threats consist of Drugs, illegal immigration,
terrorism and transnational crimes, counterfeit, environmental crimes, cybercrime and
non-registered population. On the western border, the threats consist of demarcation
in some area between Thailand and Myanmar, Drugs, Minorities, trespass to land,
environmental crime, and public health problems.

The second part is Border management mechanism efficiency in the present to
response effects from security threats in the next decades, which is separated into
3 dimensions which are Policy, Legal, and Human resources dimension. On the eastern
border, on Policy dimensions, the problems are inconsistence between border
management policy and security situation, delay on security problem management, and
insufficiency of public relation to civilian, by government agencies, on security policy.
On Legal dimensions, the problem is difficulties from enacting martial law. On human
resources dimensions, the problem is inadequate officers and, especially on the rotation
of officers which affects to officers’ expertise. On the western border, on Policy
dimensions, political problem and unrest in neighbouring countries cause security
problems which are minorities, demarcation, public health. On Legal dimensions,
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the problems are ethnic groups and highland communities. On human resources
dimensions, there is no problem on this dimension, because of sufficient officers
compare to missions.

Consequently, all the result lead to specific recommendations for the East and
the West border. On the eastern border, the recommendations are (1) government
sector should update some parts of security policy to correlate with border security
problems, (2) government sector should enact policies which promote participation
of all sectors; government, private and civil society sectors, (3) government sector
and relate parties should disseminate information and public relation to other sectors,
(4) government sector should alleviate martial law on immigration of workforces and
travellers to travel outside Aranyaprathet district, (5) Central government should enhance
knowledges on different dimensions of border management mechanism to regional
and area government officers, (6) Government sector should be solving problem on
inadequate officers by utilising technology instead of some officers, (7) All sectors should
enhance relationship between officers from Thailand and neighbour country, by formal
and informal activities, in order to exchange information efficiently.

On the western border, the recommendations are (1) government should
beware on implementing international policy along with using both formal and informal
mechanism in the area, (2) government should consider for opening special checkpoint
border trade in order to prevent the country from losing opportunity, (3) government
should consider cultural diversity in the area as a social cost, (4) Related agencies
should improve process or procedures, especially establishing public health checkpoint
at special checkpoint border trade, and (5) All sectors should prepare for encountering
trend about traveling across borders which will increasing in the future as well as
developing border cities to deal with growing urban communities expansion.
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