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Factors influence Southeast Asian  
defence and security 

• The Indo-Asia-Pacific region has become a focal point for global attention, which reflects 
intertwined interests and strategic competition between major powers.  

Increasingly acute strategic competition between major 
powers 

• The U.S. Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy is looming more clearly, which mirrors not 
only the strategic competition between major powers but also an inevitable trend in the 
increasingly deep and wide integration process.  

Geopolitical shifts in the region 

• Pragmatic nationalism and power politics focusing on power continue to proliferate and 
rule over international relations. 

Multilateralism and multilateral institutions are facing a 
number of challenges 

• Nontraditional security issues remain huge challenges to global and regional security and 
exceed any single nation’s capacity to address. 

Nontraditional security issues continue to envision 
complex developments 



Southeast Asian defence and 
security in the next 2 decades  

The risk of collision, confrontation, and armed race. 

ASEAN’s centrality. 

Maritime security.  

Nontraditional security issues. 
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